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It is worth observing here, how remarkable the
turn is that seems to be given to the working of
these infernal machines. At first the Devil had
some difficulty with mankind, was obliged to act
wkh great craft and subtlety to make his acquaint-
ance among them, as I have observed at large; after
this, he got the ascendant to such a degree, that he
(as the Devil, you know, is apt to encroach where
he finds room for it) set himself up for a guide, then
a governor, then a god: was first followed as a
director or adviser ; next obeyed and submitted to
as a governor and commander; and then (for he
never rests) worshipped as a god, which, no doubt,
was his first, and of necessity must be his highest,
aim and ambition.

But now, by we know not what fate, mankind
seems to have got the better of him; instead of being
waited upon in form, and humbly expected, as in
his first appearances, instead of being paw-wawed,
and great assemblies and ceremonies used to obtain
an audience of him, he comes now at every old
woman's call, and upon the most trifling occasion ;
instead of being a counsellor or an adviser, much
less a governor, now he is a mere errand boy, runs
and goes, will do any drudgery, work like a horse,
fetch and carry like a dog, dig ditches, carry bur-
dens, build churches, or anything the priests and
the conjurers bid him do; witness Newmarket
heath, Stonehenge, Crowland abbey, and a thousand
more things, which, to be sure, the Devil did, be-
cause we don't know how else they could be done.

The magicians were formerly the Devil's servants,
but now they are his masters, and that to such a
degree, that it is but drawing a circle, casting a few
figures, muttering a little Arabic, and up comes the
Devil, as readily as the drawer at a tavern, with a
D'ye call, sir ? or like a Scotch caude, with What's
your honour's wull, sir ? nay, and, as the learned in